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! Allen Dulles' Work
| Can't Be Judged Now

Appraisals of the feals and failures of,Al}gl W. I
Dulles are now in order. The first career chief"of the}

|

Ceniral Ivlvlg‘ﬁel\li‘gw‘e;n;cél m;’fﬂg:ency‘\vill soon be retiring. For|
the n tion’s sake we must hope that the best of the,

118 pprai§é “3f the man’s work will be incom-}
plet& haccurate and ill-balanced. Surely Mr. Dulles'
wants it that Way. © ‘

A 8py agency can lose more usefulness through |
disclgsures of its successes than through publicity about
its fatlures., To be underestimated by the public would '
probably help stich an agency in its work. What counts
is the good opinion of a very few well-informed per-
sons in duthority, As for the public, it might be best !
of all if the agency were almost forgotten. i

These iruisms about cspion}i%e and efforts to|
thwart other nations’ espionage run contrary to all
our ideas about public opinion, promotion and cffective
leadership in office. They sound un-American. Ef[-

~fective modern spying probably is un-American, in the

. old-fashioned sense of the word. Yét we have had
s persons to perform this duty for us in earlier struggles
—probably more than the general reader knows about,
even now. e Boo

We need much more spying and better spying in
the future. Much of this, as it has been for years, will
be systematic analysis of industrial and scientific ma-,

terial which a nation must publish for its own guid-.
ance. But we can't know about that, either: |

We can’'t know how much information the CIA}
had on the subject, or What interpretations it made, '

{or how our top leaders ‘used that information. We
fwon't know for a long time after the struggle, anyway.
So Allen W. Dulles can’t teally be judged at this time, !
& risk he understood when he took the job. .

i
i
|
i

M

Approved For Release 1999/09/16 : CIA-RDP70-00058R000200130020-3



